!

The occasion of this gathering tonight is not only 2a matter
of great pride to the members of Isle of Patmos lodge,but also
of special interest to Masons everywhere.One hundred eleven years
viewed mearly &s a matter of time does not occasion much concern
put viewed as a fact in the life of a state,or in what 1is of
greater interest to us tonight,the life of ‘an organisation,is
indeed a matter of much interest.The fact that this lodge 1is 8o
ancient presents some interesting ideas for our consideration.

First among these 1s the fact that more than a century ago
Masonry was instinctive and very »ronouncedly a part of the
American Ploneer spirit.It is like the instinct for education
and religionEWherever the shurch and school house found there way
the Magonic Lodge soon followed and Jjust as religion played a
large part in creating the fine physical fibre and moral stamina
of our first settlers in Vermont,so Masonry put a kind of moral
iron in the blood that helped mightly toward making a race of
courageous,steady,honest and rellable men.

To bring this fact a 1ittle more vividly to your attention
may I ask you Lo let your imagination draw a pilcture of what
community 1life might have been on these Islands at 8o early a
period.Consider fiprst of all that the first actual settlement
was made by the French at Alburg in T782 onlfinine years before
the Isle of Patmos lodge was given its cnartéy.To piloneer the
wilderness and make it £it for the habitations of men is not
an easy task and it does not require much effort for the imagie
ination to produce a fairly accurate picture of the stupendous
task that lay before those men and women who domiciled tnemselves
{n the heart of our Tsland forests.Today we feel that good roads
are vitally essential in our-state.To the man of a century ago
the problem of roads must have been a perplexing one and yet it
proved no barrier to the su port that the organizations of the
scommunity sodght and recieved from these early settlers.If one
will review the secretarys records of the meetings OI this lodge
neld a hundred years ago,one will frequently tind the names ot at
least thirty men in attendence.There were no railroads,automobiles
airplanes,radios or telephones ,yet in spite of these primitive '
conditions that called for extreme sacrifices Masonry drove 1ts
root#s down deep into the soil of community 1ife,drawing to i tself |
the best men within a wide area and becomming & pond that held
them to . the highest and pbest mutual endeavor.

I mention with regret the fact that the lodges records,the real
sourse from which we might expect to gather our information are
exceedingly meager in details. If Brother Alson Landon who signed
his name to the records a s secretary on May 16 ,1825 ,had only
Known that his records would have been read more than a century
1ater he surely would have beenfif moved to include incidents of
community. and masonic interest which would have proved of historig
value today.Added to this was the still more unfortunate fact that
the secretarys records for the first four years fromi821 to 183
are missing.This 1is withouti 8 great loss, For our very limited
information regarding the beginning of the lodge we are indebted
to the Grand Lodge records and the charter.The Grand Lodge record §
read under date of Tuesday Oct ﬁ? 10,1821,as followe,-"The same
committee made report on the petition of sundry brothern in South
Hero and Grand Isle that in their oppinion the Prayer thereof
ought to be granted which report was read and e¥geptedd and a
charter ordered to be issued aggordingly.The charter bears the

following names, Abner Keeler Nathaniel Heal lson Landon
Adams,Ep%raim Reardsley,Bird La%don,EbenezeryA len,JonathaﬁA%%%%h%]
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William Gale, Consider Belding, Franklin Robinson and Timothy
Allen. Aside from this meager information we have nothing authentic
from which to present the origin of number 5l Isle of Patmos Lodge.
Some of these names are of special interest to us today. First is
that of Abner Keeler worshipful master in 1825, Mr.Kedler was a
brother of brother Hémer Keeler's Grandfather, came to Sc.Hero

in 1806. For a number of years he conducted a mercantile business
here and being a shrewd and careful business man he accumulated
a very substantial fortune. We judge Mr.Keeler to have been a very
strong and aghessive mason from the fact that besides being
worshipful master in 1825 he was at times intrusted with large
responsibilities.
Another hame that sounds familiar is that of Alson Landon Secy

in 1825. WMr.Landon was the son of Thadeus Landon one of the
Farliest settlers on the island his records were kept with
precision and care and bespeak a man of education and intelligence.

Mr Bird Landon a distent relative of some of the present
members was treasurer during the years of 1825-1827.

The system of dues was somewhat different from now the require-
ment being a fee of ten cents at each meeting.

Another familiar name is that of Robinson; Franklin Robinson the
grandfather of brother Juan Robinson came to the island
in 1802. He had the distinetion of being the first to carry the
U.S. mall from Burlington to North Hero at the enormous salary
of 100 dollars a year. Twice each week winter and summer he made
the trip carrying the mail in bags astride his faithful horse.
It may be noted that Brother Franklin Robinson was not only one
of the original charter members but also one of t-e two who helped
to bring about the re-organization of the lodge in1850.

Regarding the spirit of Isle of Patmos Lodge and the work
accomplished during those years information is very meager.
From the reports made to the Grand Lodge we gather that from 1823
to 1825 1lTwere made Master Masons that during the next two years
nine were reported raised and during the following two years three
more were made members. No record of any kind is given of the lodge
after Dec.1828.

Coming to t'e housing of the lodge it is interesting to note
that the first home occupied the upper part of a store owned by
Abner Keeler and was located by the railroad crossing on the
property once owned Stephen Wadsworth. In 1827 this store a
Wooden building was moved back to give place to a large building
said to be the finest of its kind in which Mr.Keeler carried on
a mercantile business. During this periocd the lodge moved its
quarters to the hcme of John Knight in North Hero where it remained
for about two years supposedly returning at the end of that time
to South Hero, When the anti-masonic period began. To the honor of
the lodge it may be said its charter was<ﬂ§ﬁ§r voluntarily surren-
dered and that during those days which wer or Masonry, franke-
1in Robinsonrm B.F. Hodkins Seneca Tobias and one or two others would
ride by wegon north to the Hurlburt farm cross by boat to the home
of John Knight where they Seeraslyly meet at frecguent intervales
for the sole purpose of maintaining there Masoniec Charter. In
1819 Isle of Patmos Lodge was given one year to organize
under their old charter and on January 5 1850 at the home of John
Knight the lodge was reorganized under its new number 17 naming
brothers D.Nott W.M.,James Tobias W.W.,Franklin Robinson J.W.
SeMacomber Tres.,Charles Perrigo,Sec'y.,E.Parks,S.D., J. Williams,J.D.
and J.Knight,Tyler.



From this date untll now Masonry hss grown by leaps and bound
until now it has become a mighty force iv ‘the land. Nowhere h
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In 1891 Forty one years ago the lodge moved to the stone
building, opposite the Keeler homestea@,which was purchased from
Peter Troville for the small sum of two hundred dollars. During
the years many lmprovements were made in the building meking
1t neat and zomfortable,

On Jan.5 ,1907 a delegation was sent to Winoogki,0 K 3
for initation. -and durion the same month Island Chapter

,'/’h
no. (.,
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0.E.B., was constituled with Lucy Gorden wobthy matron and Horace
T.Wadsworth worthy prTOﬂ.Sinﬁ& that date the Order of Fastern
Stars and the mason Traternily heve hergponiovely made theie
abode In the same temvle.And as we dedil cate this buliding we
are happy to share with them our new hone.

Due to the increase in our number of members and to the
limited space of our quarters we find in the secvetayys record
of Ocbober 5 )u—,uﬂﬁu the questlon wag raisged “éshall the Lodge
erect a new )1111143 .A committee was appointed consisting of
Brothers Horace T.Wadsworth,H.0.Reynolds and Robert Atkins to
submit plans,locate grounds and to get estimates of costs of the
same.On Nov.2,1922,the committee respectfully reported and it
was decided the proposition was too expensive and the matter was
discussed relatime to enlarging our present stone building.This
matter was also dropped and never again seriously considered.

Our present building which we are to dedlcate tonight was at
one time owned by the Methodist Socilety of this town and Grand
Isle.®hen the two churches here federated this building was left
vacant.Wishing it to be of some service they gave it to the town
for the purpose of a school with the understanding that whenever
the town did not want it longer for school purposes it should
revert back to the Methodist Society During the summer of 1929
the school board feeling that the building was becoming inadequate
to meet thelr needs declded to errect a new school house.Thig again
left this building vacant.i

At a regular meetling on March 13,1930,the subject of obtainin%
from the Methodist Soclety their building was brought up.A comm.
for information consisting of brothers 0.D.Fifield H.O.Reynolds
and Robert Atkins was appointed.At the next meeting April , 1930
the same committee wasg tuﬁ;?ﬂ"ted to get estimates on repairing
the building.However not until Nov.17, swere negobiations
complated and the building &ucepted.The master and wordens were
appointed a comm.to repair the buildings and finance the same.

For more than a hundred years a fine fraternal spirit hqj 5 eny

maintédined in this Masonlie organization.Jealousy ano petry dis-
cord have been kenu ouU to a large degree.Morover the ;~qa11“
atposphere has been kept morally zlean.

The following resolution wag made by the late brother S.P.
Wadsworth at a regular communication dated Jan.25, 1866."Resolved
that every member of Isle of Patmos lodge No.!T7, who shall spit
on the floor or smoke in the lodge shall pay a fine of 25 cents
for each offence to be paid to the treasurer of the lodge,also
there shall be no talking about the lodge while at labor with-
out leave from the W.M. Also that every member of Isle of Patmog .
lodge shall guard against the use of profane language in or
about the lodge.

It would be tempting to discuss ,al some lenglh the logge of

thege végggg%ﬂafg%gw@ .
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Its fine persgonell,prosperity and oppertunity for aggressive work
in behalf of real masonery but you are famlilar with these things
and any statement T might make would only be going over grounds
with which you are now very well acquainted.
In closing I wish that I might be able- to impress upon

your minds the tremendus challonge‘ that comes to masonery today.
Masonery as I understand it 1is not a ouw?mrer"xicn of signs
and symbols altho we are somebimes prone to make it that and that
only. There is not one thing in masonery that the whole world mi
might not know so far as the legitimacy and upright character

of our work is concerned.Bubt there must be a fence high enough
that the man who is ndt a mason may not look over and share in
certain rights and benefits for which he has not been duly and
truly orepqlrcq,vnﬂrtv and well qualified.That , and that alone
is the meaning and significance of the secret element in mdconfr
As masons we must have some distinguishing mark that we get in
ur signs gymbols and passwords.But masonery has a positive
element in it ioo.Duuh Torget that.You cannot expect thousands
and tens of thousands of men to band themselves together unless
they band themselves for something good or ill.Masonry stands for
principles ,positive principles the exercise of which if faithfuy.

persued cannot fall to mean a moral uplift to glety.






